GEORGE THE THIRD
of strong resentments. She sensed—and perhaps rightly too—
that Harcourt and Haytcr were not only deliberately trying to
undermine die Prince's love for his mother but also to detach
him from all who had enjoyed his dead father's favours. Such
an achievement would have given Newcastle the greatest pleasure;
and Harcourt and Hayter were aware that the Duke was in
the habit of rewarding loyal service generously.
The Dowager-Princess has often been blamed for the way
in which she attached Prince George and his brothers and sisters
to her apron-strings. But what alternatives were open to her?
Either she must allow them to pass into the care of a self-centred
grandfather, whose court was rotten with vice; or sit quietly
by while they were reduced to puppets by a political caucus,
which had heaped every form of indignity upon their father.
Her conception of motherhood made it impossible for her to
agree to the one; the love for her dead husband, to die other.
In the eighteenth century it was impossible to keep from, the
country the differences which existed at Court. The quarrel of
Prince George's tutors quickly became public property, and
therefore the cause of unseemly political wrangliugs. Stone was
accused of being a Jacobite: he was said to have drunk the
Pretender's health in company with Mr Solicitor-General Murray
[later Lord Mansfield] and Dr James Johnson, Bishop of Glou-
cester. The Whigs, stalwart defenders of the Hanoverian
Succession, howled for his dismissal. Stone denied the accusation;
and at the same time charged Hayter with violently attempting
to remove him from the royal schoolroom—a tit-bit which was
mercilessly used by the Tories to demonstrate the Bishop's
unfitness for the office of Preceptor to the Heir to the Throne.
Harcourt joined forces with Hayter: they asseverated that not
only had Scott and Stone conspired together to instil into the
mind of the young Prince a knowledge of arbitrary principles
of government, but the latter had even allowed him to read
some noxious books, among which was Revolutions d'Angktcrre,
a * most damnable book,' in which Pere d'Orleans had fabricated
a defence of James II's unconstitutionalism. All good Whigs
were horrified: to them it was quite clear that Scott and Stoiie
must be removed from the Prince's presence,
Harcourt brought these charges to die King's notice in a
personal interview, and George II very rightly referred the
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